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‘Not in our Nest’ program 
to build safe, supportive 
school environment
 Middle School Counselor Teresa Coller told a group of seventh-
graders in Patricia Goodstein’s class that they have the power to 
make a difference in their school.
 “Think before you say something. Be aware of how you are 
treating people all the time,” she said. “Rather than being a bully or 
being mean, I want you to focus on being kind to everyone.”
 That’s exactly what the “Not in our Nest” program is trying to 
achieve – to empower students to make good choices and empower 
them to solve problems.
 “Realistically, school rules and regulations can only do so 
much,” said Assistant Superintendent Robert Schultz. “To really see 
a change in the culture of a school, the students need to buy-in and 
embrace the change.”
 Age-appropriate lessons are being taught in grades K-12 to help 
students understand the importance of creating a school environment 
where mean behaviors and bullying will not be tolerated. 
 Three themes are consistent in all grade levels. Two are the 
mnemonic devices THINK and SHARE. And the third is the 
program name “Not in our Nest” which reminds students that mean 
or bullying behaviors are not tolerated in Lower Dauphin. 
 “With THINK, we want students to think about how they 
conduct themselves,” Dr. Schultz said. “With SHARE, we want 
students to think about what to do when they encounter a problem. 
 “The ‘Not in our Nest’ ties everything together – it empowers 
bystanders to stand up for victims and reminds everyone that mean 
or bullying behaviors will not be tolerated in our schools.”
 Mrs. Coller told the seventh-graders that the average bullying 
incident lasts 35 seconds but that in 75 percent of incidents it stops

(Continued on page 2)

It’s a new school year and with the promise of a fresh start 
comes fresh opportunities to make a difference in the lives 
of our students!

 One of the things we’ve always taken seriously is the 
safety of our students and staff. I’m pleased to report we’ve 
taken another step forward in ensuring that this year. We have 
two major initiatives moving forward – to create a positive and 
supportive school environment and to deal with a dangerous 
situation should one occur.
	 The	first	seeks	to	create	a	climate	where	mean	behaviors	
and bullying are not tolerated by students and staff. The second 
involves changes to the district’s response to violent intruders in 
our school buildings. In both cases, the students and staff have 
embraced these changes and I hope it leads to a positive and safe 
school environment.
 Lower Dauphin is also 
awaiting our results from 
standardized tests our students 
took last school year. But while 
we wait, we continue to rewrite 
curriculum to comply with 
the state’s Pennsylvania Core 
Standards. To date, our teachers 
have completed new curriculum 
for over 50 courses and/or subject 
areas. This isn’t to say we’re 
starting over from scratch. Many 
of our courses only needed minor 
modifications	while	in	other	cases	we	created	entirely	new	
courses to take advantage of changes in our schedule.
	 And	finally,	we	are	making	progress	on	our	new	field	house	
at	the	turf	field	complex.	The	building	is	going	up	quickly	and	
interior work is expected to continue for another month or so. 
The	fact	that	the	field	house	is	partially	paid	for	with	tax	money	
as well as with private donations speaks to the community we 
have here in Lower Dauphin. Our community recognizes the 
value our programs and are supporting our efforts to provide a 
field	house	worthy	of	our	students.
 It’s not too late to make a donation and if you’re so inclined, 
please do so. Community support of our school programs is 
a	hallmark	of	Lower	Dauphin	and	the	field	house	will	be	a	
tangible reminder of this support for years to come.
 As always, thank you for your support for our students and 
programs.

With Falcon Pride,

Sherri L. Smith, Ed.D.
Superintendent

Superintendent

Lower Dauphin Web address: www.ldsd.org
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‘Not in our Nest’ program encourages students to THINK, SHARE

 Lower Dauphin students and staff have 
been given new procedures to use in the event 
an armed or violent intruder enters a school 
building.
 This is not due to any threat or incident 
but rather because the number of violent 
intruder incidents across the nation seems to be 
on the rise.
 “The skills we are teaching our students 
and	staff	are	not	just	school-specific,”	said	
Superintendent Sherri Smith. “These are 
practical	‘life	skills’	which	apply	equally	well	
at the shopping mall, restaurant or movie 
theatre. The idea is to stay safe and avoid 
becoming a victim.”
 The procedures center around the Three 
E’s – Escape, Enhance, and Engage.
	 Escape	is	taught	first	and	for	good	reason.	
When there is a violent or armed intruder in 

District revises procedures for dealing with violent intruders
the building, students and staff are instructed to 
escape to a place of safety outside the building. 
 The second “E” stands for Enhance. When 
escape is impossible due to the location of the 
intruder or other circumstances, students and 
staff are instructed to get behind a locked door 
and pile furniture to prevent the intruder from 
entering.
 “A typical incident lasts 6-10 minutes 
until police arrive,” Dr. Smith said. “Every 
second of time we can buy by delaying the 
intruder having access to our students and staff 
is priceless.”
	 The	final	“E”	relates	to	Engaging	the	
intruder. Should a student or staff member 
encounter the intruder in the hallway, they 
are authorized to throw anything within arm’s 
reach to distract him and enable them to escape 
the area.

 “This does not mean we want out students 
and staff to attack the intruder and take him 
into custody,” Dr. Smith explained. “That’s 
the role of the police. We just want to create a 
distraction to safely get away.”
 All Lower Dauphin staff members were 
trained in these new procedures over the 
summer. Students were introduced to the 
concepts	during	the	first	few	weeks	of	school.	
Homeland Security, the Pennsylvania State 
Police and Hummelstown Police all endorse 
the tactics contained in the new procedures.
 “This is something we hope we never 
need to implement,” Dr. Smith said. “But 
should the need ever arise, we want to ensure 
we have done our best to prepare our students 
and staff survive this type of unthinkable 
incident.”

(Continued from page 1)
immediately when peers or fellow students 
intervene.
 “It takes courage to speak up,” she said. 
“But there is strength in numbers when several 
people say that it’s not okay to treat someone 
in a mean way.”
 The lessons in the classroom are 
important, but Dr. Schultz says research shows 
that some students misbehave simply to get 
attention. To this end, schools are developing 
a mentoring program to provide students with 
the right kind of attention from adults.
 “Having a caring supportive adult in the 
school setting is vital for some students to 
enjoy success,” he said. “And the research is 
clear that this type of in-school relationship has 
an	additional	benefit	of	improving	the	overall	
school climate.”
 Another factor in maintaining a positive 
school environment is to have a consistent 
approach to disciplining mean behaviors. 

School staff have spent the summer creating 
guidelines for how adults in the school 
building will respond to various incidents.
 “In a lot of cases, we would like to see the 
students self-regulate,” Dr. Schultz said. “But 
when an adult’s intervention is needed, it’s 
important that teachers all handle the discipline 
of these behaviors the same way.”
	 In	addition	to	spelling	out	consequences	
for behaviors, Dr. Schultz said there are 
discipline logs so the school administration 
can see if a student is misbehaving in several 
different classes and not being sent to the 
office.
	 “This	is	just	our	first	year	with	this	
program,” Dr. Schultz pointed out. “We’ve 
got a way to go, but we started with a pretty 
good school climate – as much as we’re doing 
new things, we also want to be sure we’re 
enhancing and accentuating some of the good 
things we’re already doing.”

THINK
 T – Is it True?
 H – Is it Helpful?
  I – Is it Inspiring?
 N – Is it Necessary?
 K – Is it Kind?

SHARE
Size up the problem
Help yourself and others
Assert yourself
Report responsibly
Empower yourself and others
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Lower Dauphin celebrates Homecoming October 17-18
	 After	a	week	of	fun-filled	silliness	
including a day to wear college gear, 
mismatched socks and hats, high school 
students wore blue and white to prepare for 
Homecoming October 17-18.
 The festivities got underway as the 
football team played Hershey High School at 
Hersheypark Stadium. 
 Ashley Ebersole was named Homecoming 
Queen from candidates Virginia Bramley, 
Rachele Branchi, Kayla Confair, Ashley 
Ebersole, Joely Helder, Amber Lehman, Aliza 
Mizak, and Madison O’Neill.
 The Lower Dauphin Alumni Association 
recognized four distinguished alumni during 
the game. They included Benjamin Dodson 
(2001)	for	academic	scholarship	in	the	field	
of mathematics; Kevin Strawser (1986) for 
his contributions to the arts; Emily Shertzer 
(1998) for her contributions in athletics; and 
Linda Rice (1982) for her leadership as a 
professional horse trainer.
 The LDAA also recognized Carl Herr, 
an instructor in agricultural studies at Lower 
Dauphin, and Bea Hallman, teacher and Lower 
Dauphin’s	first	field	hockey	coach,	for	their	
exemplary service by former Lower Dauphin 
employees.
 Finally, the Alumni Association honored 
Patricia Swigart with its distinguished service 
award.
 At the game Friday night, the alumni 
band and alumni cheerleaders also made an 
appearance to the delight of the Falcon fans 
young and old.
 The Homecoming Dance was held 

Saturday at the high school with a theme of  
“A Night in Wonderland.” At the dance Matt 
Joyce was named Homecoming King from 
candidates Cole Backenstose, Tommy Bowen, 
Adam Domovich, Quentin Horting, Matt 
Joyce, Blair Lewis, Colton Swartz, and Adam 

Zeiders. 
 “Homecoming is a special time at Lower 
Dauphin,” said Superintendent Sherri Smith. 
“It’s great to see that Falcon Pride in our 
alumni when they return to support our current 
Lower Dauphin students.”

Lower Dauphin High School’s 2014 Homecoming Court included queen candidates 
Virginia Bramley, Rachele Branchi, Kayla Confair, Ashley Ebersole, Joely Helder, 
Amber Lehman, Aliza Mizak, and Madison O’Neill and king candidates Cole 
Backenstose, Tommy Bowen, Adam Domovich, Quentin Horting, Matt Joyce, Blair 
Lewis, Colton Swartz, and Adam Zeiders.

Michael Aksu, Madeline Waters named National Merit semifinalists
Two Lower Dauphin High 

School seniors were recently 
recognized	as	semifinalists	in	the	
National Merit Scholarship program.

Michael Aksu and Madeline 
Waters,	were	named	semifinalists	in	
the 2015 National Merit Scholarship 
Competition this fall. 

Aksu is the son of Wendy and 
Errol Aksu. He is a two-year member 
of the National Honor Society and 
National Science Honor Society. 
He also skis with the Ski Club and 
plays recreational soccer. He has also 
volunteered with Habitat for Humanity the past two years. He plans 
to study biomedical engineering and be accepted to medical school.

Waters is the daughter of Pamela and David Waters. She is a 
four-year member of the band and orchestra and was a three-year 
member of the chorus. She is a four-year member of the spring 
musical and fall play. She is a three-year member of the National 
Honor Society and a four-year member of the Tri-M Music Honor 
Society. She plays and coaches with the Lower Dauphin Soccer 

Association and swims with the 
Hummelstown swim team. She 
plans to study psychology in college 
with the goal of earning a doctorate 
in neuropsychology or clinical 
psychology.

Five other students were 
named National Merit Commended 
Students. They include seniors Kevin 
Beaver, Daniel Davis, Jason Heath, 
Eric Markley, Austin Schwartz, 
Mikala Wells, and Victoria Yohe.

Of the 1.5 million juniors who 
took the PSAT in the fall of 2010, about 

16,000	were	named	semifinalists	based	on	their	scores.	About	8,300	
National Merit Scholarships worth more than $34 million will be 
awarded this spring.

 “We congratulate these students for their outstanding academic 
accomplishment,” said Principal Todd Neuhard. “This recognition is 
a tribute to their prowess in academics and citizenship in our school 
community.”

Michael Aksu Madeline Waters
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Inaugural Falcon Fest brings influx of  funding for field house

Lower Dauphin breaks ground on field house project

Proud to be a Falcon was the theme of 
the inaugural Falcon Fest August 23.

secure rooms for 
host and visiting 
teams and for 
the instruction of 
Lower Dauphin 
students, training 
room area for 
immediate injury 
attention, storage 
for teams, clubs 
and activities, a 
concession stand, 
ticket booth and a 
changing room for 
sports	officials.
 The LD 
Falcon Foundation 
is leading the effort 
to raise money to 
help pay the project. 
The school district committed $500,000 to pay 
for restrooms and utility work. 
 To date, the foundation has raised close 

	 Officials	from	Lower	Dauphin	and	the	
Lower Dauphin Falcon Foundation broke 
ground	for	a	field	house	at	the	turf	field	
complex this summer.
 At the shovel ceremony July 15, 
Superintendent Sherri Smith and others 
kicked-off the construction project which will 
add	a	6,900	square	foot	field	house	at	the	east	
end	of	the	turf	fields.	
 “This day is the culmination of a lot of 
hard work and planning by a tremendous 
number of community members,” Dr. Smith 
said after the ceremony. “I’m proud to see 
the way the Lower Dauphin community has 
responded to this campaign to construct the 
field	house.”
	 In	2010	the	district	built	two	artificial	turf	
fields	with	lights,	a	grandstand	for	spectators	
and	a	press	box	at	the	complex.	The	final	piece	
of	the	project	was	the	construction	of	a	field	
house.
	 The	$1.6	million	field	house	will	have	a	
multipurpose room, public restrooms, private 

to $600,000 with an additional $50,000 in 
the form of a gaming grant from the Dauphin 
County Commissioners.

 More than 300 Falcon fans and friends 
attended	the	first	Falcon	Fest	on	August	23	at	
the Giant Center in Hershey.
 The event, cosponsored by Lower 
Dauphin’s booster clubs, is a fundraiser to 
sponsor	the	concession	stand	in	the	field	house	
at	the	turf	field	complex.	The	field	house	is	
expected to be completed later this fall.
 At Falcon Fest, attendees heard from 
Lower Dauphin alumni Dan “Beaker” Stuck 
and Richie Miller who spoke on the theme 
“Proud to be a Falcon.” (Pictured at right 
with athletic director Dave Bitting)
 Beaker said that focus and commitment 
are	traits	he	learned	on	the	playing	fields	
wearing the blue and white – and they’ve 
served him well as head trainer for the Hershey 
Bears. 
 “Commitment to goals is what will get the 
field	house	built,”	he	said.	“I	applaud	you	for	
your efforts.”
 Richie Miller, who attended Bucknell 
University after starring for Lower Dauphin 
in basketball, baseball and football, began 
his coaching career at LD as an assistant 
boys’ basketball coach. Now entering his 
10th	season	as	head	coach	of	Mansfield	
University’s men’s basketball team, Miller 
said “the experiences and lessons at Lower 
Dauphin helped shape me and make me who I 
am today.”
 “I was fortunate to play under great 
coaches,” he said. “How fortunate I was back 
then.”
 And to continue that good fortune for 

future generations, Athletic 
Director David Bitting said the 
field	house	is	a	critical	piece	of	
the puzzle.
 “We have great student-
athletes at Lower Dauphin,” he 
said.	“Having	this	field	house	
will enhance their experience 
on	the	playing	fields	and	it	is	a	
perfect addition to the existing 
turf complex.”
 A combination of live and 
silent auction items helped 
generate about $30,000 for the 
field	house	campaign.	Among	
the 10 live auction items were 
use	of	the	turf	field	complex	for	three	hours	
and the use of a suite for a select Hershey 
Bears’ home game. There were also more 
than 140 silent auction items including golf 
passes,	gift	certificates	to	local	businesses	and	
restaurants and one-of-a-kind LD items like a 
signed	field	hockey	stick	from	last	year’s	state	
championship team.
 Falcon Fest was organized by committee 
members Amy Atkins, Dawn Becher, Tracey 
Bitting, Amber Branchi, Helen Fies, Claudia 
Hofsass, Jen Kastelic, Kaylee Keener, Karen 
Klock, Meg Kutz, Jonette Lawn, Amanda 
Mease, Meredith Rost, Deb Schug, Camille 
Stoner, Dee VanGavree, Kristie Wilson and 
Karen Yarrish.
 “An event like this makes me proud to be 
a member of the Lower Dauphin community. 
Your support of our students and our programs 

Superintendent Sherri Smith gets some help breaking ground for 
the field house on July 15.

is vital for our continued success as a district,” 
Superintendent Sherri Smith said. “Our theme 
tonight is ‘Proud to be a Falcon’ and I couldn’t 
be more proud tonight!”
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Sponsored by the Lower Dauphin Falcon Foundation, the inaugural Falcon Family Fun Day was held August 17 and provided 
a fun way for students to transition from summer to school. Activities included a fire-breather, balloon twister, games, food and 
prizes.
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	 Lower	Dauphin	field	hockey	coach	
Linda Kreiser added another milestone in her 
legendary career September 8, when her Lady 
Falcons topped Greenwood 8-1. The victory 
gave her 700 career wins.
 At the time, Kreiser was 700-98-24 in 37 
seasons – she’s obviously added more victories 
to the tally since the Greenwood game. Only 
two coaches have ever won more. 
 She credited her players, her assistant 
coaches and the community for allowing her 
to have such a sustained run of success which 
includes six state titles and 11 District 3 titles.
 “The milestone victories are very special,” 
she said after the game. “But so is the whole 
process of getting there and the work. I’ve 
been very blessed to have so much support 
from everybody.
 “It’s a tribute to the tradition at Lower 
Dauphin	field	hockey	–	all	the	good	athletes	
I coached, the great assistant coaches, the 
outstanding community.”
 After the win, her players swarmed her 
with hugs and held a banner high celebrating 
her 700th victory, but she reminded them that 
it	wasn’t	an	official	win	yet.
 The players huddled and thanked their 
opponent	for	a	good	game	and	the	officials	
for their time. Then they lined up to shake 

Coach Linda Kreiser, Lady Falcons passes 700-win milestone

the opposing team’s hands. Then, and only 
then,	was	the	victory	official	and	they	could	
celebrate.
 “We all congratulate coach Kreiser 
on her amazing accomplishments,” said 
Superintendent Sherri Smith. “She is the 

gold-standard for what a coach should be – a 
role model who believes in high expectations, 
accountability and teamwork.”
 This summer Kreiser was inducted into 
the USA Field Hockey Hall of Fame as an 
honorary member.

Lower Dauphin field hockey coach Linda Kreiser celebrates her 700th victory with 
her players September 8.

Lower Dauphin celebrated its annual 
Mass Band Night at Hersheypark Stadium 
October 3. This night is an annual celebration 
of music in which the Elementary Band, the 
Middle School Band and the High School 
Band	all	take	the	field	for	performances.	

The evening’s performance began with 
the Elementary Band which is made up of 
fifth-graders	from	our	five	elementary	schools.	
The elementary band was under the direction 
of Melissa Sheaffer. The band performed 
an original piece composed by former LD 
elementary music teacher Jim Neidinger 
entitled “One More Time.” The band was 
prepared for this event by Debra Avery, Jessica 
Zampelli and Melissa Sheaffer.

Next	on	the	field	was	the	Lower	Dauphin	
Middle School Band under the direction of 
Greg Hutchison, featuring sixth-, seventh- and 
eighth-graders. 

These middle school musicians came 
onto	the	field	with	the	Lower	Dauphin	High	
School Band which featured members of 
the marching band and concert band. The 
high	school	combined	band	is	under	the	field	
direction of Drum Majors Eric Rhodes and 
Rachel Orth. Student section leaders include 
Maggie	LaDuke,	flute;	Keri	Whitehaus,	

clarinet; Reed Morris, Kelsey Bortner and 
Jake	Kennedy,	saxophone;	Logan	Buffington,	
Trumpet; Amber Zelko, mellophones;  Steve 
Slimak, low brass; Sarah Keister, percussion; 

and Carissa Sweet, front ensemble. The high 
school band director is Keith Richardson.

They performed“Pompeii” by the British 
rock band, Bastille. 

LD Mass Band Night celebrates student musicians

Student musicians entertain the crowd during Mass Band Night.
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District welcomes new teachers to LD family
Hillary Amici

Family &
Consumer Science
Middle School

Mrs. Amici is continuing as a long-term 
substitute at the middle school this fall. She 
was also a long-term substitute last spring. 
She has served as a day-to-day substitute in 
the district and was a family & consumer 
science teacher at Central Dauphin from 
2002-08. She holds a bachelor’s degree from 
Messiah College. She hopes to “use the real 
life curriculum family and consumer sciences 
provides to help my students live better now 
and in the future.”

Rachel Aston

Learning Support
Nye 

Miss Aston earned her bachelor’s degree from 
Elizabethtown College in 2014 and served as a 
day-to-day substitute in several districts before 
coming to Lower Dauphin. She hopes “to have 
a positive impact on my students by assisting 
them in their learning but also in giving them 
the tools and desire to continue learning in the 
future.”

Shannon Bradley

Grade 3
South Hanover

Miss Bradley will serve as a long-term 
substitute later this year in third grade at 
South Hanover Elementary School. She 
earned her bachelor’s degree in early 
childhood education from Ohio University 
and served as a student-teacher at South 
Hanover Elementary last spring. She hopes 
“to touch the lives of the children I teach and 
continue to grow as an educator.”

Courtney Dentler

Grade 5
Londonderry

Miss Dentler is a graduate of Lehigh 
University where she received her Bachelor 
of Arts degree in psychology and her master’s 
in elementary education. She taught in a long-
term substitute role last year at Conewago 
Elementary School.

Shannon Engle

Reading Specialist
East Hanover

Mrs. Engle earned her bachelor’s degree in 
music education from Penn State in 1997 
and then continued her education, earning a 
master’s degree in teaching and curriculum 
with	a	reading	specialist	certification	and	a	
certification	in	special	education	from	Saint	
Joseph’s University. Prior to coming to Lower 
Dauphin as a long-term substitute, she was at 
the Elizabethtown Area School District for 10 
years and Cornwall-Lebanon School District 
for four years. She hopes to “encourage and 
foster the students to love reading as much as 
I do!”

Meghan Gerberich

Grade 1
East Hanover

Miss Gerberich earned her bachelor’s degree 
from Lebanon Valley College in 2014 and she 
holds	a	dual	certification	in	early	childhood	
education and special education. She will 
be at East Hanover Elementary School this 
year	as	a	long-term	substitute	in	first	grade.	
She says she hopes to “help each child reach 
their fullest potential in and outside of the 
classroom.”

Jennifer Girvin

Art
Nye

Miss Girvin earned her bachelor’s degree in 
art education from Penn State in 2012 and 
has served as a long-term substitute in the 
State College Area School District and in 
Lower Dauphin. She has also worked as a 
ceramics instructor and an art camp manager. 
She says she hopes to “encourage children to 
be curious about their surroundings and ask 
questions.”

Linda Goodman

Reading
High School

Ms. Goodman earned her bachelor’s degree 
from St. Petersburg College in St. Petersburg, 
Fla. and a master’s of education degree in 
reading from Mount St. Mary’s University. 
Prior to coming to Lower Dauphin she was a 
reading specialist in the Mechanicsburg Area 
School District and taught kindergarten in 
Gettysburg. She says she hopes “to make the 
reading classes engaging and challenging and 
to teach to the best of my ability with a kind 
heart and a sense of humor.”

Laura Groff

Grade 3
Nye

Mrs.	Groff	earned	her	teacher’s	certification	
in early childhood education from 
Millersville University in 2013 and holds 
an MBA from Lebanon Valley College. She 
was a student teacher at Wharton Elementary 
School prior to coming to Lower Dauphin. 
She will be a long-term substitute at Nye 
Elementary in third grade this fall. She says 
she hopes to be “successful as a teacher by 
helping students be the best they can while 
instilling a love of learning.”
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District welcomes new teachers to LD family
Morgan Hockenbrock

Grade 5
East Hanover

Mrs. Hockenbrock has served as a long-
term	substitute	in	Lower	Dauphin	in	first	
and third grades at Londonderry Elementary 
School and in second grade at East Hanover 
Elementary School prior to being hired as a 
full-time	fifth-grade	teacher	at	East	Hanover	
this year. She earned her bachelor’s degree 
from Bucknell University and is working 
toward her master’s through the University 
of Scranton. She says she hopes “to teach my 
students to love learning as much as I do!”

Kristen Hockenbury

Autistic Support
Londonderry

Miss Hockenbury started her career at Lower 
Dauphin last December as a long-term 
substitute in the autistic support classroom 
at Londonderry Elementary School and will 
now assume that post full-time. She earned 
her bachelor’s degree in elementary and 
special education from Kutztown University 
in December 2013. She says she hopes “to 
bring autism awareness to the Lower Dauphin 
community.”

April Kricher

School Nurse
Londonderry

Miss Kircher earned her bachelor’s degree 
in nursing from Temple University and 
while working in the Surgical Intensive 
Care Unit at the Hershey Medical Center, 
she attended Slippery Rock University and 
gained	her	school	nurse	certification.	She	
was hired in March 2014 as the school nurse 
at Londonderry Elementary School, and 
continues in her role this year.  She says she 
hopes to “promote health and wellness among 
students, families and staff.”

Jaime MacLeod

Learning Support
Middle School

Mrs. MacLeod holds bachelor’s degrees in 
special education and in psychology from 
Millersville University and a master’s degree 
in applied behavior analysis. For the past 
nine years she was an emotional support and 
learning support teacher in the West Shore 
School	District.	She	is	also	a	board-certified	
behavior analyst. She says she hopes “to 
make a positive impact on student learning 
and success.”

Debora Miller

Reading
Londonderry

Mrs. Miller will serve as a long-term substitute 
reading specialist at Londonderry Elementary 
School. She earned her bachelor’s degree 
from Valparaiso University and her master’s 
degree from the University of Illinois. Prior to 
coming to Lower Dauphin, she was a teacher 
in Chicago for 11 years and for a year in the 
School District of Lancaster. 

Alyssa Mizak

Grade 3
East Hanover

Miss Mizak, a graduate of Lower Dauphin 
High School with a bachelor’s degree from 
Penn State, will teach third grade at East 
Hanover Elementary School. Prior to her full-
time position, she was a long-term substitute 
teacher in fourth grade at Londonderry 
Elementary School. She says she hopes “to 
help every child have a fun and meaningful 
learning experience. I want every child to 
have an experience as rewarding and positive 
as mine as a Lower Dauphin graduate.”

Scott Montgomery

Grade 5
Conewago

Mr. Montgomery comes to Lower Dauphin 
after	having	taught	fifth	grade	for	two	years	
in Lebanon and eighth-grade math for a year 
in York. He holds a bachelor’s degree in 
elementary education from Lebanon Valley 
College. He says he hopes “to work together 
with parents, administration and other 
teachers to guide students and teach them to 
love learning and reach their full potential.”

Danielle Pfeffer

English
Middle School

Ms. Pfeffer earned her bachelor’s degree and 
master’s degree from Penn State University. 
She was a long-term substitute in English at 
the high school and at the middle school last 
year before getting a full-time position at the 
middle school. She says she hopes to “inspire a 
love for reading and writing in my students.”

Stephanie Rogers

Music
Londonderry

Miss Rogers served last year as a long-
term substitute at Londonderry Elementary 
School. She assumes that role full-time this 
year. She holds a bachelor’s degree in music 
from Messiah College and teaches private 
violin lessons. She says she hopes “to make a 
positive impact on my students and to foster 
their love of music.”
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Andrew Snyder

Music
Middle School

Mr. Snyder will be serving as a long-term 
substitute music teacher at the middle school. 
He is a Lower Dauphin graduate and earned 
his bachelor’s degree from West Chester 
University. He was a student teacher at West 
Chester East High School and Shamona Creek 
Elementary School. He also teaches private 
percussion lessons. He says he hopes “to 
continue the excellent music program here 
at LD and to enrich every student’s life with 
music and appreciation for this art.”

Audrey Stoothoff

Autistic Support
Londonderry

Mrs. Stoothoff comes to Lower Dauphin 
after serving as an elementary emotional 
support teacher in the Lancaster-Lebanon 
Intermediate Unit. She earned her bachelor’s 
degree in special education from Millersville 
University and is pursuing a master’s degree 
in educational strategies and development at 
Wilkes University. She says she “hopes to 
be a positive addition to the LD community, 
instilling in my students a love for learning 
and appreciation for life.”

Brandon Swords

Math
High School

Mr. Swords holds a bachelor’s degree 
from Millersville University and earned a 
master’s degree from Wilkes University. 
Prior to coming to Lower Dauphin he taught 
mathematics at Lebanon High School for 
seven years. He says he hopes to “continue 
a successful career in education by being a 
positive	influence	for	our	students.”

Matthew Warner

Grade 4
Londonderry

Mr. Warner comes to Lower Dauphin after 
teaching fourth grade for four years at 
Williams Valley Elementary School. He holds 
a bachelors degree from Penn State University. 
He says he looks forward “to joining a 
wonderful team at Londonderry Elementary 
School	and	having	a	positive	influence	on	all	
students.”

Alex Shuey

Social Studies
Middle School

Mr. Shuey earned his bachelor’s degree from 
Penn State in 2013 and served as a day-to-
day substitute last year. He says he hopes “to 
make a daily impact on students’ education 
and to become a more effective teacher.”

Brittany Willey

Learning Support
South Hanover

Ms. Willey will be serving this year as a 
long-term substitute K-2 learning support 
teacher at South Hanover Elementary School. 
Previously she worked as a special education 
for three years in Florida and as a special 
education teacher for two years at Agora 
Cyber Charter School. She holds a bachelor’s 
degree from Florida Southern College. She 
says she hopes “to empower my students 
to be motivated, curious and enthusiastic 
learners.”

 Lower Dauphin’s 
Board of School 
Directors hired 
a new principal 
for Londonderry 
Elementary School and 
a new assistant principal 
at the high school at its 
September 15 meeting.
 The board 
appointed Kathryn “Kim” Ringso to serve 
as the principal at Londonderry Elementary 
School. She replaced Dr. J. Michael Lausch 
who left the district for a position in another 
school district. Dr. Lausch was principal at 
Londonderry Elementary School since 2005. 
 Mrs. Ringso comes to Londonderry 
Elementary School after serving as assistant 
principal at Lower Dauphin High School 
since 2010. Prior to coming to Lower 
Dauphin, she was at the Steelton-Highspire 
School District for 19 years where she served 
as middle school administrator, district math 

Jill FreedmanKathryn Ringso

coordinator, math coach 
and math teacher at the 
high school. She holds 
a bachelor’s degree in 
mathematics from Grace 
College, a master’s 
degree in mathematics 
from Millersville 
University and a 
principal’s	certification	

from California University of Pennsylvania. 
She is currently enrolled in a doctoral program 
in school system leadership at Widener 
University.
 “I am excited to be continuing with 
the Lower Dauphin family and am looking 
forward to assuming a leadership role at 
Londonderry Elementary School,” Mrs. 
Ringso said. “It is my goal to continue to 
support the work of our faculty and school 
community as we help our students achieve 
success.”
 Jill Freedman, a science teacher at Lower 

District welcomes new administrators at Londonderry, HS
Dauphin Middle School, will assume Mrs. 
Ringso’s role at the high school.
 Ms. Freedman has spent her entire 
educational career at Lower Dauphin, starting 
in 2005 as a middle school science teacher. 
She earned her bachelor’s degree from 
Millersville University and her master’s 
degree from Penn State. 
 “This is a tremendous opportunity for 
me to become part of the administrative team 
in Lower Dauphin,” Ms. Freedman said. “I’m 
looking forward to working closely with 
the high school staff and administrators to 
continue the positive work being done there.”
 Superintendent Sherri Smith had high 
praise for both candidates. “I think it speaks 
highly for the caliber of our staff that we 
were	able	to	fill	two	important	administrative	
positions with internal candidates. I am 
looking forward to the contributions both 
these outstanding women will make in the 
coming years.”
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Lower 

Dauphin Know Your Schools

 “You should surround yourself with good 
friends,” sixth-grader Elizabeth McKissick 
told her classmates last May. “Don’t let a 
short-term high result in a long-term low.”
 As one of the speakers in Lower Dauphin 
Middle School’s annual DARE assembly, she 
spoke about the importance of making good 
choices with regards to drugs, alcohol and 
tobacco. Her advice matched the slogan on the 
students’	shirts	“We	are	Falcons....	We	fly	high	
not get high.”
 Those are the lessons the health and 
physical	education	teachers	and	police	officers	
who teach the DARE classes hope the students 
learn. Their goal is to teach students how to 
make good choices and learn how to avoid 
making poor choices that can impact them for 
the rest of their life.
 The nature of decision-making was 
the focus of the assembly’s speaker, retired 
teacher and coach Carl Wagner.
 “More people would learn from their 
mistakes if they weren’t so busy denying 
them,” he told the 302 sixth-graders. 
 He said that learning right from wrong 
starts with family. “If your parents have taught 
you that, there’s no reason for you to come 
into this school and not do the right thing.”
 He said three keys for making good 
choices are:
	 •		Don’t	succumb	to	peer	pressure.
	 •		Accept	responsibility	for	your	actions.
	 •		Stay	positive.
 “Good decision-makers possess 
ownership, responsibility and accountability,” 
he said. “I truly believe Lower Dauphin is a 
family. We’re all here to support you and help 
you.”
 During the ceremony, students were 
recognized for reading their essays in front 

LD Middle School sixth-graders learn to make good choices

The annual DARE 
graduation celebrates 
sixth-graders’ 
commitment to making 
good choices.

of their classmates. The top two 
essayists in each class received 
prizes. A random drawing to win 
DARE-related prizes was also 
held to recognize the students 
who read in class.
	 “DARE	is	a	unique	class,”	
commented Nadia Singh. “How 
many classes give prizes and are 
taught	by	a	police	officer?”

LD CTC celebrates students’ good deeds
At the end of last 

school year, Lower Dauphin 
Communities That Care 
celebrated the 18 students who 
were monthly winners in its Do 
the Right Thing program.

The program, a partnership 
between LD CTC and 
Hummelstown Police, is in its 
eighth year. It is designed to 
provide community recognition 
for students who set themselves 
apart by doing good deeds in 
school or the community.

Among those recognized 
were Christopher Kiessling, 
Ryan Klingensmith, Brandelynn 
Heinbaugh, Emma Galbraith, 

At a banquet in May, students were recognized for 
Doing the Right Thing by LD CTC.

Megan O’Brien, Aidyn Gingrich, Connor 
Hassinger, Dylan Hassinger, Rachel Blessing, 
Michael Estes, Logan Stickle, Julia Zewe, 
Beckett Alther, Richie Johnson, Ashlyn 
Walters, Emma Paulus, Ella Fields, and Corey 
Atkins.

They were recognized for founding a 
baseball league for special needs children, 
donating their hair to make wigs for cancer 
patients, collecting care packages for deployed 
military service members, helping classmates 
with their studies and for simply turning in 
money they found in school instead of keeping 
it.

“We are proud of all of our students,” 
Superintendent Sherri Smith said. “But these 
students exemplify the kind of citizenship we 
strive to instill.”



11

The 292 members of the Lower Dauphin High School Class of 2014 celebrated the school’s 54th Commencement on June 5 at the 
Giant Center in Hershey. Valedictorian was Jeffrey Groh and Salutatorian was William Kuehnle.
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